University of Memphis

University of Memphis Digital Commons
University of Memphis Magazine

Memphis State University/University of
Memphis Magazine

2022

University of Memphis Magazine, 2003 Spring

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/speccoll-ua-alumni3

Recommended Citation
"University of Memphis Magazine, 2003 Spring" (2022). University of Memphis Magazine. 56.
https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/speccoll-ua-alumni3/56

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Memphis State University/University of Memphis
Magazine at University of Memphis Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Memphis
Magazine by an authorized administrator of University of Memphis Digital Commons. For more information, please
contact khggerty@memphis.edu.

Tke

u^ertity
1001
football
Car^pair

be,W

M- *>a

^ a^ a W t

•&**«»•

'e(

at liberty 6owl StadiaCall WMt-lW f°\
f/*t ^ Cry b

. .

. *

^^a+lrm.

The University of Memphis Magazine
Spring 2003 Vol. 21 No. 2

. INTHIS

issue
Newsbits

THE UNIVERSITY OF

MEMPHIS

Reason to Celebrate
In March, The University of Memphis celebrated nine full decades of
achievement with 90th anniversary events, a Tennessee Board of
Regents meeting and faculty convocation.

Primer Encuentros

By Benjamin Potter

The Center for Research on Women is embracing the triumphs of
immigration while tackling the difficulties Memphis' Spanish-speaking
population is facing.

Meet Me in St. Louis

By Greg Russell

Thirty years later, Tiger basketball greats look back on the amazing
1972-73 season and one of the NCAA's most dynamic games of all
time — the championship game versus the UCLA Bruins.

Rare and Well Done

By Monica Whitsitt

Those who have a bent for research or just a healthy dose of curiosity
can discover a vast array of unusual treasures in the McWherter
Library's Special Collections.

Joining Forces
Inside cover:
Warm temperatures and
vibrant spring colors make for a
pleasant walk across the U of M
campus. Photo by Michael
Spikes.
On the cover:
An illustration by Aaron Drown
depicting Memphis' growing
stature in the world of motion
picture making. See story on
page 20.

By Matt Timberlake

Proving itself highly interactive, the U of M has forged more than 250
partnerships with other colleges and businesses, some halfway across
the globe, others just around the corner.

The Commish

By Benjamin Potter

Linn Sitler's love of Memphis has convinced many a filmmaker to pack
their Hollywood bags and head for the Mid-South.

The Columns Alumni Review
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Dr. Carson bids adieu

Longtime University friend passes away

After 29 years of service at the University, Vice
President of Student Affairs Dr. Donald K. Carson is
retiring.
It can be hard to celebrate the life's work of an
individual in so very few words, but the placard com
memorating the recent creation of the Donald K. Carson
Scholarship Endowment does a pretty good job.
The placard notes that "to both affirm and challenge
while fostering neither complacency nor discouragement
is an act of grace." It then applauds the "honor of the
profound grace [Carson] has brought into the lives of
students and countless others."
Friends from the University and from Memphis began
a covert fund-raising campaign for the scholarship so they
could surprise Carson. A testament to Carson's popularity,
about $44,000 was raised with little promotion.
"The recognition and opportunity that this scholar
ship will provide future student leaders will enable the
"spirit" of Carson to continue at the U of M," wrote James
(BBA 76) and Margie Lackie, two of the initial donors.
"This is a very
fitting way to
acknowledge his
many contribu
tions to the
University and
student leaders,
and to honor his
style of leader
ship — leader
ship based on
example."
Meta Laabs,
Dr. Donald Carson talks with Jim
assistant to Vice
Strickland (BS '78), one of the many
President of
people who have found success during
Student Affairs,
Carson's tenure.
said Carson's
role with the U of M has been invaluable.
"He has had a significant impact on thousands of
students," Laabs said. "He has been one of the primary
student advocates in the history of this institution, and
has been a major supporter and promoter of our minority
student population."
For more information about the Carson Scholarship,
call 901/678-2930 or e-mail bmccoy@memphis.edu.

A business genius in every sense of the word and
Wilson has also made a tremendous impact on the
benefactor to The University of Memphis, Kemmons
U of M. In 1999, he made a $15 million gift to found
Wilson died in his Memphis
the University's new Kemmons
home February 12, 2003. He
Wilson School of Hospitality and
was 90.
Resort Management. The first
Wilson's innovation was the
students were admitted for the
basis for his heart-warming ragsFall 2002 semester.
to-riches story. Dropping out of
"I mourn the loss of this
school during the Great Depres
great motivator, who cared
sion to help support his family,
deeply about his family and his
he first dabbled as an entrepre
community," said U of M
neur by buying a popcorn
President Shirley Raines. "He
machine. He also got into the
touched lives, and he believed
jukebox industry.
that vibrant, energetic people
Wilson, his wife Dorothy,
can work together tirelessly and
and his five children enjoyed
can seize opportunities to grow,
Kemmons Wilson pauses for a photo with his
vacationing, and it was a
whether
it is a business or a
granddaughter during last year's dedication of
frustrating trip in 1951 that
university."
the Wilson School of Hospitality and Resort
helped reshape the hotel
Management.
Dr. Raines also praised
industry. Then, travelers had
Wilson's quick wit. Wilson had a
only two choices — upscale, expensive hotels or dirty
way with words; he gave short, clear, straightforward
roadside dumps. Wilson wanted a third hotel option:
advice.
nice, with a low price.
"There are two ways to get to the top of an oak
By 1952, the Memphian had turned his dream into
tree," he once said. "One way is to sit on an acorn and
a reality when he built the first Holiday Inn. Today,
wait; the other way is to climb it."
there are about 1,600 in operation.

U of M graduates its first
'computer commuters'
Most University of Memphis commuters get to campus by car or bus. But of the
1,211 students who received degrees last December, eight of them journeyed to classes
on their home computers.
The eight were the first graduates of the Regents Online Degree Program (RODP).
Two RODP degrees are available from the U of M's University College — a bachelor of
professional studies with majors in information technology or organizational leadership,
and a bachelor of liberal studies in interdisciplinary studies.
The online degree program began in 2001 and enables students to earn four-year
college
degrees without being physically present on campus. Students interact with each
Elizabeth Spikes said the
other, their professors and their advisers via e-mail and dedicated chat rooms. They have
online program allows
her to pursue a degree
online access to library materials and additional services as well.
without giving up time
The students, who are often working adults, appreciate the flexibility of the RODP.
with her 2-year-old son.
"In a regular program, many classes are only available during the day," said Dale
Anderson (BLS, '02). "With a full-time job and regular hours, that would make attendance difficult. With online
classes, scheduling isn't a factor."
For more information, visit www.tn.regentsdegrees.org/campus/memphis.
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Biomedical engineering
now an undergrad degree
St. Jude. Smith & Nephew. Wright Medical Group.
Medtronic. Everywhere you turn, there's evidence of a strong
health-care sector in Memphis. With a new undergraduate
degree offered in biomedical engineering, The University of
Memphis is helping to keep up-and-coming talent from
migrating elsewhere.
"In the past, all students with an interest in biomedical
engineering have had to go to the other end of Tennessee or
U of M biomedical engineering professor Robert
even to other states," said Dr. Erno Lindner, associate professor
Malkin (right) and a student repair medical
of biomedical engineering. "Now, we will be able to keep the
equipment they will send to Central America.
area's best students in Memphis."
The University already offers graduate and doctoral degrees in biomedical engineering, and Lindner said
those programs will benefit from having an undergraduate foundation.
Led by Dr. Eugene Eckstein, chair of biomedical engineering, graduate faculty helped shape the proposed
curriculum. The degree will fall under the umbrella of the University College, known as the home of crossdisciplinary degrees. The U of M program plans to mix biology, biomechanics, industrial engineering, and even
law to form the degree.
The biomedical engineering field has enjoyed rapid growth, U of M faculty note. Lindner speculated the
reason may be due to an increased number of female students in what is normally a male-dominated industiy.
I don t know if it s because more biology classes are involved, but it's certainly a very good thing if there are
more female engineers," he said.

Taking aim at video game violence
Is it all just "fun and games?"
of M study will look at the impact
A new study at The University of
of both on aggression.
Memphis is taking a look at how
Moreno said that violent video
video games could lead to aggres
games teach by doing instead of
sive behavior among those who
merely watching. Players can be
play them.
exposed to multiple "aggressive
Dr. Kristen Moreno, a U of M
scripts" within the game. Moreno
post-doctoral fellow in psychology,
expects to find that violent video
is seeking to determine whether
games cause as much, if not more,
violent video games cause more
aggressive behavior than passive
aggressive thoughts than what
media.
other forms of media produce.
The $1,960 Grants-In-Aid
"This topic is important
Award is from the Society for the
Games like House of the Dead have
because of our social problems
players engaged in highly aggressive
Psychological Study of Social
with violence," she said. "It's
behavior. Dr. Moreno wants to know
Issues (SPSSI). It is one of the
important to understand how
what effects it might have.
larger grants given by that
violent media contribute to that
organization.
problem, if at all."
SPSSI is a group of more than 3,500 psychologists,
Previous research, she said, has focused on
scientists, students and others who share an interest in
passive media, such as television, but less is known
researching the psychological impact of important
about interactive media, such as video games. The U
social issues and problems.
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Evans gains Grammy gold
What do velvet-voiced Norah Jones, country crooners The Dixie Chicks
and University of Memphis music professor Dr. David Evans have in
common? They came home winners from the 45th annual Grammy Awards.
Evans secured the gold for his album notes on Screamin'andHollerin'
the Blues: The Worlds of Charley Patton. The seven-CD box set includes
Evans' essay, "Charley Patton: The Conscience of the Delta." Evans said he
did not even expect to be nominated, let alone win.
Patton, a blues singer and guitarist, was born in Hinds County, Miss., in
the late 1800s. He began recording prolifically after 1929 and established
himself as one of the foremost blues singers in the Mississippi Delta. When
he died in 1934, his body of work lived on, influencing many other
musicians.
Evans, who directs the U of M's ethnomusicology/regional studies
doctoral program, earned a doctorate from UCLA and has studied Patton
since the 1960s. His research for the award-winning essay included poring
Dr. David Evans
over Patton's music and conducting interviews with relatives.
Evans was also nominated for a Grammy in 1980 for his album notes on Atlanta Blues: 1933. He has pro
duced more than 30 albums and CDs, many of them with the U of M's High Water Records.
"I enjoyed watching David accept the award," said Dr. Richard Ranta, dean of the College of Communication
and Fine Arts. Ranta traveled to New York to assist with the Grammy telecast production. "He has been a major
force in the preservation and distribution of the blues. He is a musician in his own right, but this award was for his
excellent scholarship and writing."
Ranta also noted that Evans faced some tough competition. He beat out nominees who did liner notes for the
Grateful Dead, Frank Sinatra and Johann Sebastian Bach albums.
U of M President Shirley Raines called Evans' award an "outstanding accomplishment."
"Dr. Evans' honor is not only a great one for him personally, but also for The University of Memphis," she said.

f

Dunn brings big 'D'
Consider it a Dunn deal.
Former U of M defensive coordinator Joe Lee Dunn, who
spent the last 12 years improving SEC football programs, has
returned to Tigerland.
Dunn has made his goal clear.
"All my life, I've gone in and helped people who needed
help," he said. "I want to work to get this thing going and go
to a bowl game."
Dunn's trademark freestyle pressure defense has proven
successful in the past. In 1993, he led Ole Miss to a No. 1
The Tigers' defensive linemen will be among the
defense ranking. In 1999, his Mississippi State team finished
benefactors of Dunn's freestyle pressure defense. The
first in total defense and rushing defense.
team hopes to improve on their 4-7 record of 2002.
"His system fits with what we want to do," said head
coach Tommy West. "I want to put pressure on the opponent in every phase of the game."
West also hopes that Dunn's dedication is contagious. A tireless worker, he has been known to come to work
at 3:30 a.m. during football season.
Dunn said he based his decision on strong relationships with West, athletic director R.C. Johnson and Presi
dent Shirley Raines. The Tigers kick off the 2003 season Aug. 30 when they host Tennessee Tech.
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Herenton honored with
lifetime achievement award

Jk\\|
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This year's Black History Month celebrations began Feb. 1 with the
honoring of Memphis Mayor W.W. Herenton, who was given the Authur S.
Holmon Lifetime Achievement Award. The award gives recognition to
Memphians whose lives exemplify outstanding dedication to the Memphis
community.
The honor has been given by the U of M's Office of Minority Affairs for
the past 12 years. It is named after Holmon, former associate dean of
Memphis Mayor W.W. Herenton
students for minority affairs at the University. He served at the U of M for 25
years and retired in 1997.
Herenton is Memphis' first black mayor, a post he has held since 1991.
His priorities have been lowering crime rates, developing the downtown area and improving city parks.
The award ceremony was highlighted by four speakers: Robert Lipscomb and Maxine Smith, both longtime
friends; Rev. James Netters, pastor of Herenton's church; and Herenton's son, Rodney. Also in attendance were U
of M students, President Shirley Raines and U.S. Rep. Harold Ford Jr.
In his acceptance speech, Herenton challenged students to do their best, telling them that "the mark of
excellence has no color." Herenton has had a good start to 2003. In January, he was named Communicator of the
Year by the Memphis Chapter of the Public Relations Society of America.

Lipman School nabs A+ honors
Students are usually the
ones who get grades, but the
Barbara K. Lipman Early Child
hood School and Research
Institute got a recent accredita
tion that puts it at the head of
the class.
The accreditation was given
by the National Association for
the Education of Young Children
(NAEYC) and is valid for three
years. Only 7 percent of early
childhood programs nationwide
can claim this lofty achievement.
"Now more than ever,
Memphis needs a flagship early
childhood program assisting
others in the area in providing
high-quality early education
programs," said Sandra Turner,
Lipman School director. "The
Lipman School is that flagship."
Lipman, a laboratory/
demonstration school associated

6

Lipman students still have time for play.
The school promises to be a flagship for early
childhood education in Memphis.

T H E

with the U of M's College of
Education, has an enrollment of
83 students ages 2 through 8. Its
programs include Montessori
and Reggio Emilia classes.
The NAEYC accreditation is
a rigorous, voluntary process by
which early childhood programs
demonstrate that they meet
national standards of excellence.
Programs pursuing accreditation
undergo an intensive self-study,
collecting information from
parents, teachers, administrators
and classroom observations.
They also receive an on-site visit
by early childhood experts,
specially trained by NAEYC to
validate the self-study results.
NAEYC cited Lipman School
for its strong staff-child interac
tion, classroom environment and
developmentally appropriate
curriculum.
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Most people mark the coming of the new year on January 1,
but the Chinese Student Association at The University of
Memphis kicked off a festive celebration of the Chinese New
Year on January 31. The approximately 2,000 who attended
were treated to art, food, games, music and other elements of
Chinese culture. Invited guests included Shelby County Mayor
A C Wharton, Germantown Mayor Sharon Goldsworthy, U of
M President Shirley Raines and U.S. Rep. Harold Ford Jr.

University
gains new
Millington site
The University of Memphis is the new
owner of the former hospital at the Naval
Support Activity Mid-South in Millington. The
transfer of the six-story hospital and several
smaller buildings — an acquisition of 250,000
square feet on 38 acres — was made official by
U.S. Rep. John Tanner last December.
The University will use the facilities for
higher education programs and related activities.
The Millington site, located adjacent to the Naval Support Activity
It will be home to continuing education classes,
office space for University-related operations and Mid-South, will be reconfigured for educational use, including
continuing education classes and research laboratories.
research labs. Prior, the U of M had offered only
off-site programs in Millington.
There is a nationwide trend of migration from central cities to outlying areas, and the Millington site allows
the U of M to make a proactive approach to serving not just the Memphis community, but all of West Tennessee.

Recruitment video takes the CASE
The University of Memphis received a Merit Award for its recruitment video from the Council for the
Advancement and Support of Education (CASE). The work was honored in CASE'S Advancement Awards Program
in the CD-ROM publications category.
The video was a collaborative effort between U of M marketing coordinator Marcy Sanford and Memphisbased Running Pony Productions. It features University students talking about the benefits of attending the
U of M.
"The video wasn't scripted," Sanford said. "We just asked the questions and everyone answered in their own
words. I see that as an advantage because it's much more genuine."
Sanford said a few VHS copies were made, but the video is primarily being distributed on CD-ROM because it
is a more versatile medium. Students will be able to see the video at home, work, school or anywhere else they
might access a computer, she said.
The video was on display at CASE'S District III conference in Atlanta in February. Additionally, a copy has
been archived at CASE International at Washington, D.C.
CASE is an organization for education professionals in alumni relations, communications and development.
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The University of Memphis celebrated "A Lifetime of Learning" with 90th anniversary festivities March 27 - 28. A series of dedications and
events marked the two-day extravaganza as the University took a look back at its past. Former University of Memphis President V. Lane
Rawlins was on hand as the University Services Building and Clock Tower were named in his honor. The Student Plaza, where anniversary

activities took place, was also dedicated. The U of M's new seal was unveiled during a presentation by President
Shirley Raines. Faculty Convocation, Tennessee Board of Regents meetings, carnival booths, music and appearances
hy the U of M marching band and Pouncer were other highlights of the celebration. Photos by Michael Spikes.
s
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"Primer encuentro" is Spanish for "first meeting."
That's what The University of Memphis' Center for Re
search on Women (CROW) is doing — taking a crucial
first look at the Mid-South's growing Latino popula
tion. CROW is not only compiling data, but also reach
ing out to this community.
CROW's "bigger issue" is to address social issues
that have a significant impact on women. The center's
latest research is proof positive it is making a difference.

Llegadas (Arrivals)
One way CROW has achieved its goals is by join
ing the Highlander Center in eastern Tennessee and
the Southern Regional Council in Atlanta in a commu
nity-based research and education project called
"Across Races and Nations: Building New Communi
ties in the South."

took these considerations into account. By REDC's
count, the number of Latinos in the Memphis area
roughly doubles the census count.
The Latino migration to Memphis is relatively new
— the first significant influx was not until the mid1990s, when construction for the Tunica, Miss., casinos
began.
Mendoza, who immigrated from Argentina, says
the reason for continued Latino migration to Memphis
is simple: They seek employment.
"We come here to work," she says. "If we don't
have a job, we can't survive."
The challenges for Latinos, Mendoza says, deal
mostly with building English-language proficiency and
networking with the Spanish-speaking community.
That's where CROW has made a large impact.

PRIMER-T r
EN&ENTROS
The University of Memphis
Center for Research on Women
(CROW) is taking a much-needed
first look at the Mid-South's
elusive Latino population.

B y

This partnership is not the only way CROW is
getting involved. Additional research has charted im
migration and proved Latinos to be an elusive demo
graphic in Memphis; even getting an accurate count
has been difficult. The 2000 U.S. Census reported
about 23,000 Latinos in Shelby County, but Dr. Marcela
Mendoza, a project coordinator at CROW, says that
count is conservative.
"Many Latino households include not just a
nuclear family, but also extended family or even
friends," she says. "But only one census is mailed to
the house. Others who are monolingual have a hard
time filling them out correctly."
A newer study, completed by Luz Burrell at the
University's Regional Economic Development Center,

10
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Voces (Voices)
This past December, CROW teamed with Radio
Ambiente 1030 AM, a Spanish-language radio station.
Mendoza and Radio Ambiente personality Mariel
Loaiza hosted a forum at the U of M for listeners of De
Mujer a Mujer ("From One Woman to Another"),
Loaiza's radio program. At the forum, more than 100
local service providers came to hear speakers and dis
cuss obstacles Latino women need to overcome.
The biggest hurdle, not surprisingly, is the lan
guage barrier — immigrants who have not yet learned
English are at an extreme disadvantage.
"I'm working at a packing plant, but I was a
teacher for adult education in Mexico," one woman
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said at the forum. "My problem is that I don't under
Additional meetings, attended by hundreds of Latino
stand English well." It was a typical sentiment.
women and children, are conducted entirely in Span
Critics say immigrants are a drain on the economy,
ish. Community involvement and interaction is typical
but CROW officials dispute this opinion. The center's
for CROW.
director, Dr. Barbara Ellen Smith, says immigrants —
The center began in 1982 to support and gather
undocumented workers in particular — are put in a
academic research that focuses on gender, class and
difficult situation.
race. But what was innovative research then is now
"To earn wages, you need authorization," Smith
common.
says. "What gets tricky is that federal law changed a
"There are volumes and volumes devoted to these
few years ago to make employers liable if they hire
topics," Smith says. "The roles CROW played in the
undocumented workers. That is frequently not en
1980s are not as needed now. We do much more
forced, although large companies usually comply."
community-based research and outreach, and we pro
Visas come in different categories, Smith says.
mote faculty research collaborations across disciplines.
Separate visas are given to high-level experts (a Rus
It's in line with the goals of the U of M as a major
sian physicist, for instance) and low-skill workers (say,
urban research university."
a Mexican construction worker). The high-level ex
Latino issues are especially relevant, Mendoza
perts have no
says, as ESL ser
trouble getting
vices continue to
their visas; the
lag. Health-care
low-skill workers
interpreting ser
do.
vices are of par
"The irony is
ticular concern
that our economy
when miscommuis increasingly de
nication between
pendent on the
doctor and patient
low-skill workers,"
could be a life-orSmith says.
death matter.
CROW re
"Across Races
search indicates,
and Nations" has
in fact, that Latinos
concluded its ini
have a $1 billion
tial phase, and
impact on the
CROW hopes to
Memphis
write a series of
CROW-sponsored meetings have been well-attended by area Latino
women and children. CROW is in its 21 st year at the U of M.
economy. Without
reports and com
them, some indus
pile them in a re
tries vital to the area, such as manufacturing, distribu
search book within the year. Meantime, the center will
tion and construction, would suffer severe losses.
stay proactive in its community outreach and work to
"I only see benefits in immigration," Mendoza
improve health-care and labor market issues.
says. "Latinos hold jobs, and they create more jobs by
Immigration is bound to continue, Smith says, so
working because they spend money and they pay
it's important to be honest about immigration's im
taxes."
pacts, difficulties and strengths.
"The larger issue is globalization," Smith says. "Im
Respuestas (Answers)
migration is sometimes called the 'globalization of la
The attendees of December's forum received a
bor.' We are living in a new era, and we're excited to
report of "Latino Immigrant Women in Memphis" by
be a part of it." ^
Mendoza, and a Shelby County social services directory
for Spanish speakers compiled by U of M sociology
To learn more about CROW, visit their Web site at
graduate student Gizelle Alverio. Also at the foaim,
http://cas.memphis.edu/isc/crow
Latino women panelists networked and shared ideas.
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Meet Me
BE. Louis
ILLUSTRATIONS BY AARON DROWN

Thirty years have
come and gone since
Memphis took college
basketball's center stage.
Take a look back at
a magical moment
in Tiger athletic
history.

City on the rebound

phis airport when the team arrived home from win

The year was 1973 and Memphis was a racially

ning the regional. People of all ages and ethnic back

divided city still reeling from the assassination of Dr.

grounds crowded Memphis International to greet a

Martin Luther King Jr. Subsequent riots had rocked

team of destiny.

Beale Street and other areas of downtown; race rela
tions were at an all-time low.
"The city was still in an uproar," Buford recalls.
"People were looking for something to pull Memphis
together."
The team's roster that year included more blacks
than any team in Tiger history. Because of this, Ronnie
Robinson, the Tiger center at the time, says things

it is the ref's fault. Realistically, I was 25 of 26
because they did take four baskets away from
me."
The dunking feud aside, the 1973 Memphis-UCLA
championship game was a defining moment for Tiger
athletics, not to mention one of the most exciting
matches the NCAA has ever seen. A mention of that
game still brings fire, intensity — and even a few tears
— to the eyes of the Tigers. Led by a 5-10 guard affec
tionately known as "Little Tubby," the 1972-73

might have turned out differently.
"It could have been a tough situation," Robinson
says. "So many blacks starting on a Memphis State
team? That had not taken place before. We weren't too
sure what was going to happen."
But, as Robinson points out, sports often bring
people together. Then-Memphis Mayor Wyeth Chan
dler credits the team with helping close

Season on the brink
The early part of the 1972-73 looked like anything
but a banner season. The team lost three of its first
five games. Expectations were high — the team had
tied Louisville for the Missouri Valley Conference title
the year before.
"We took a licking early," Buford says. "So many
new players trying to mix in, we were looking for an
identity."
But the "growing pains" soon passed. Bartow's
additions of junior college transfers Larry Kenon, Wes
Westfall and Buford, began paying dividends.
"Even though we lost some early games, we knew
we were loaded," says Cook. "We had great talent —
two guys on that team have their jerseys hanging in

an ugly chapter in the city's history.
"That team healed Memphis,"
Chandler says. "The city was one

was truly a magical ride.

again."
Buford agrees. "We brought the

"The Big Red Head" still claims he

city together. The financially well-off,

didn't. Gene Bartow politely disagrees.

the middle class, the lower class —

"No doubt about it!," say Jack Eaton

everyone was there at the games."

and Billy Buford.

There is no question that the

Thirty years since The University of

team did do as much off the court as

Memphis' finest moment in basketball,

they did on it. And it started at the

the argument — though in a much

core.

lighter tone — still rages on: was Bill

"We were just a bunch of bas

Walton dunking and goaltending during

ketball players," says Bill Cook. "No

the UCLA Bruins 1973 NCAA champion

race issues on that team. We all got

ship win against the Tigers?

along beautifully."

"Big Bill was bad, but he was

Larry Finch, or "Little Tubby"

goaltending," says Buford, a Tiger for

as he was dubbed, adds, "If countries were like our

ward during the 1972-73 season.

team of that year, with everyone working toward the

"There were seven or eight of his

same goal, the world would be a better place."

baskets that we thought were dunks

Margo Bryant Wilson (BBA '77) was a freshman at

(dunking was illegal then), but the referees were letting him do it," Bartow recalls.
"He had more dunks than those they took away
— the officiating was terrible," adds Eaton, former
"voice of the Tigers."
Walton, now a TV analyst for ESPN/ABC broad
casts of NBA games, just laughs. "I know from per
sonal experience that when you lose a big game, yes,
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the University during the 1972-73 year. She says a

1972-73 Memphis State Tigers. Front row, from left:
David Kimmel, Ed DeSchepper, Bill Cook, Ed Wilson, Ed Young
(assistant coach), John Tunstali, John Washington, Clarence
Jones, Ted Turnipseed (student manager). Back row, from left:
Bill Grogan (sports information director), Gene Bartow (head
coach), Doug McKinney, Jim Liss, Jerry Teltzlaff, Ken Andrews,
Wes Westfall, Larry Kenon, Wayne Yates (assistant coach),
Charles Duvall, Ronnie Robinson, Billy Buford, Larry Trosper,
Shannon Kennedy, Larry Finch, Bill Laurie, LeRoy Hunt
(assistant coach) and Norman McCoy (assistant SID).
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statement she made 30 years ago still rings true:
"When I was growing up, I didn't know anything
about basketball. But now, everyone I know — black
people, white people, purple people, green people
parents and little kids — care about the Tigers."
Wilson was dead center with her estimation. Some
5,000 screaming Tiger fans met the team at the Mem
S P R I N G
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Thirty years later. Top row, from left: Wes Westfall, Ken
Andrews, Gene Bartow, Larry Kenon, Clarence Jones,
Ronnie Robinson, John Washington, Bill Laurie, Jerry
Teltzlaff, Shannon Kennedy and Jim Liss. Bottom row, from
left: Doug McKinney, Ed DeSchepper, Bill Cook, Larry Finch
and Ed Young.
The Pyramid, and another guy would go on to play in
several NBA All-Star games."
"Kenon had the single best season that any Tiger
ever had," says Eaton. "He averaged 21 points and 16
rebounds. He was simply awesome. We had a really
good team and he made it a great team."

13

rebounds, Robinson had 24
points and 16 boards and Finch
added 21 as the Tigers grabbed
national headlines after a 98-85
win over the Friars A wild
post game celebration in
cluded then-Gov. Winfield
Dunn and singer Isaac Hayes.

The Big Dance

Larry Kenon scores two of his 20 points with this jump shot
over Bill Walton in the title game. Walton would play
professionally for Portland and Boston while Kenon was
part of the Dr. J and Mr. K show for the New York Nets of
the ABA and NBA.

Kenon, who played professionally for 11 years,
says Finch was the key. "He was the purest shooter I
ever saw. He was the team leader."
Bartow says the combination of Finch, Kenon and
Robinson, plus good play from Bill Laurie, Clarence
Jones, Westfall, Buford and
Cook, made for an "awfully
good team."
The Tigers capped the sea
son by winning 22 of their last
24 games as they roared into
the title game. They captured
the Missouri Valley Conference
crown, and Bartow was named
National Coach of the Year.
"We had some dog in us,"
Buford says. "We wanted
people to know when they
came to our house, they were
in for a whoopin'. That atti
tude spread over into our
fans."
Memphis stormed through
the NCAA tourney, knocking off South Carolina and
Kansas State in the Midwest Regional in Houston be
fore upsetting fourth-ranked Providence in the semifi
nals. Kenon scored 28 points and grabbed 22
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What awaited the Tigers
was UCLA.
"You want to play the
best, and UCLA is the best,"
Laurie, the Tiger point guard,
said at the time.
Thousands of Tiger fans
traveled to St, Louis for the championship game —
many without tickets.
I was founder of the Rebounders Club and presi
dent of the Alumni Association from 1970- 71, and for
days I could not find a ticket," Tennessee state senator
Curtis Person (BS '56) recalls. "I eventually did, but it
was not easy."
"You couldn't go anywhere or turn on the TV
without the final games being talked about," says Ken
Andrews, a reserve on the team "The atmosphere
around town and around the campus was awesome

All eyes were on Larry Kenon (35) and Larry Finch (21) as
the Tigers and a frenzied Mid-South Coliseum sellout
crowd of 11,200 celebrate a victory over Wichita State en
route to the Missouri Valley Conference championship.
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The Tigers' task was daunting. The Bruin teams of
the late 1960s and early 1970s are regarded as the
most dominating squads in NCAA history. UCLA had
won 74 straight games and six straight NCAA titles
coming into the Tiger tilt. In seven seasons, UCLA's
record was 207-5.
"We knew we were going to have to be at the top
of our game against Memphis because they were such
a terrific team — we knew we had our hands full,"
Walton says. "And Gene Bartow was such an out
standing coach."
In the championship game, Walton's dominance
proved too much for the Tigers to overcome. Walton's
brilliant 21 of 22 shooting performance is still the best
individual shooting performance in any NCAA tourna
ment game.
Foul trouble as much as anything else proved to
be the undoing of the team. Kenon picked up three
early fouls, and Robinson was sent to the bench with
his fourth foul early in the second half.
Still, the Tigers closed the first half on an 8-2 run
to knot the contest at 39-39.
"In the locker room at the half, we thought we
would win the game," Robinson says. "We were more
confident than before the game started."
The Tigers scored the first basket of the second
half to take a 41-39 lead, and only trailed 49-47 with
13:50 left.
"It then started slipping away," says Robinson.
"Walton went berserk," Buford
remembers.
And, as quickly as the Tigers
were in the game, they were out.
Walton hit all 10 of his shots in the
second half, and the fouls took
their toll.
Finch led Memphis with 29
points followed by Kenon's 20,
but the Tigers' 21 total rebounds
were their lowest total in 16 years.
"The 87-66 final score was
misleading — it didn't indicate
the toughness of the game,"
then-Bruin head coach John
Wooden says.
"A call here and a call there,
and the outcome would have
been different," Buford recalls.
PHOTO BY MICHAEL SPIKES
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Walton's teammate, Greg Lee, says the Tigers were
the best team UCLA faced during his three years.
Walton agrees.
"I think the Tigers were the victims that night of a
very determined team that was making up for a very
poor performance we had in the championship game
the previous year," Walton says.

Still No. 1
Coaches and players on the 1972-73 season have
scattered, but the memory of that magical season still
collectively binds the team.
Bartow works for the NBA's Memphis Grizzlies;
Clarence Jones coaches basketball at Trezevant High
School; Laurie owns the St. Louis Blues hockey team;
Buford works for the Warren County Drug Court in
Bowling Green, Ky.; and Kenon works at a car dealer
ship in San Antonio.
|:;;"That game was the highlight of my sports career,"
Cook says. "You don't realize the significance of things
when you are so young." Now a program administra
tor with the Shelby County Conservation Board, Cook
was the first freshman to ever play in an NCAA cham
pionship game. Prior to 1973, freshmen could only
play on junior varsity squads.
Finch, who retired as the Tigers' winningest coach
in 1997, says he most remembers helping Walton off
the court late in the championship game after the AilAmerican sprained an ankle.
"That season changed my life," says
Robinson, who is a discipli
narian for a west Tennessee
school system. "That final
game sent chills through me.
All these years later it still
does, just talking about it. I can
remember the night before the
game having butterflies. I re
member saying to myself, 'This
is my moment to be No. 1.'"
Though the Tigers lost the
final game, 30 years later, they
remain No. 1 in the hearts of
Tiger fans.

Wes Westfall greets Tiger fans at
The Pyramid during the 2003 reunion
of the 1972-73 team.

The Special Collections
Department at
The University of Memphis
buys and inherits
one-of-a-kind acquisitions
that are priceless to
faculty and researchers.
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SPIKES • ILLUSTRATION BV AARON DROWN

Like a trunk hidden in the attic of an old house,
the fourth floor of the Ned McWherter Library is home

ing to black history are the most requested items of

to one of the most unique collections of rare books

the department, Special Collections has many other

and manuscripts in the Mid-South.

gems that fall into no particular category. For example,

At left, an edition of the first-ever encyclopedia rests on a Civil War-era letter. At right, the title page of the Lidolatrie
Huguenote, a 400-year-old book bound in human skin.

Due to the recent state budget crisis, Special

faculty, staff and the community. A prime example is

hidden within its archives is the 400-year-old book

Collections is only allotted $5,000 per year for acquisi

the Net library, which the University community can

serves as a repository for a multitude of hard-to-clas-

Lidolatrie Huguenote, a French-Catholic response to

tions. In contrast, the department was averaging

access free of charge. If a student needs to read

sify material. Photographs, books and manuscripts are

Protestantism. The most interesting thing about this

$20,000 per year in the 1970s.

William Faulkner's Absalom, Absalom for an English

The Special Collections Department of the library

only a few of its many treasures.
The largest portion of the collection is the Missis
sippi Valley Collection, which documents the history
and culture of the Mid-South region. With maps, inter

book, however, is not its age, but its binding. The

"The last few years have been very difficult in

book was published in 1608 using anthropodermic

terms of the budget for the library," says Tom

binding, meaning the cover was made from human

Mendina, assistant to the dean of libraries and a mem

skin.

views and printed materials, scholars and researchers

Among the many other unique items found in the

can access information about the Civil War, black his

department is an original set of the first encyclopedia,

class, it can be downloaded for no charge from the
Net library.
"We are able to offer these services for free be

ber of the Friends of the Library support group. "Our

cause the library pays large sums of money year after

organization has tried to help them out."

year to make these resources available to our students

The group began in 1995, and during the 2001-02

and faculty," says Dr. John Evans, who heads the Sys

fiscal year, gave more than $5,000 to purchase books

tems Department of University Libraries. "Just a por

tory, the civil rights movement of the 1960s, and even

edited by Diderot and DAlembert in the 1770s in

19th century entertainment with documents that can

France. According to Frank, these encyclopedias were

for different areas of academia. Friends of the Library

tion of this Net Library, sometimes called e-books, was

only be found at the U of M.

literally "the first attempt by Western man to document

is funded by its members, who pay annual dues, and

purchased for around $35,000."

everything that was known."

by people who simply care about the University's li

"Memphis and this region are really important in
modern-world culture," says Ed Frank, associate pro
fessor of University Libraries and curator of Special

Tucked within the rows of compact shelving is a
flagship collection of Memphis' historic 1968 sanitation

Collections. "One of the things that makes us different

strike. The collection includes 40 hours worth of

from other departments is that our patrons are from

broadcast news and un-aired outtakes from local and

around the corner as well as from around the world."
Researchers and media from across the globe have
accessed and used the precious materials found in
Special Collections. MTV, PBS and People Magazine
are only a few examples of the wide variety of people
who contact the department in search of information.
Faculty, too, have found value in the holdings, with
several books and projects relying on the wealth of
information found there.
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Although civil rights footage and information relat

brary system.
"We try to provide a supplement and a lift to the
library, especially in stringent budgetary times,"
Mendina says.
John Calipari, head coach of the Tigers basketball

national broadcasters.
Letters and diaries from the Civil War and the Ho
locaust are catalogued online so researchers world
wide can access them.
Although some of this precious memorabilia has
been purchased by the University, most of it has been
acquired from donors.
"Some people just find stuff in their attics and

team, recently supplied his own lift to the library's

Evans hopes he can eventually convert all printed
material into an electronic format, but that is a very
labor-intensive project. Over time, however, the online
availability will increase. Until then, library staff has
the necessary know-how to guide those in search of
information.
"There is so much value that is added to the re

budget — he donated $10,000 to Friends of the Li

sources of the library by the knowledge of its faculty

brary. University President Shirley Raines also made a

and staff," says Dr. Sylverna Ford, dean of libraries.

donation of about 800 books, and an endowment was

"They connect the users with the resources and

created in her honor by the Sparks Foundation.

navigate them through those resources. Without the

All the donations and advancements within the
library have one common purpose: to serve students,

people, we might as well not even have the
collection."

bring it to us," Frank says.
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Partnerships at
the U ofM are creating
advanced research
opportunities and a
strong work force for
local industry while
demonstrating the
FedEx
Corporation founder Frederick
W. Smith sees it; University of Mem
phis President Shirley Raines agrees. Now,
dozens are following in their footsteps.
Partnerships. They are increasingly being recog
nized as what makes a university flourish.
In the past few years, more than 250 partnerships,
including one that formed the FedEx Technology Insti
tute, have been established between the U of M and
various community organizations and businesses.
Partnerships enrich the U of M. Local firms take a
responsibility in the quality of the University, and the
University takes responsibility in the community. This
creates a strong educational and research environment
for faculty and students while at the same time
strengthening the surrounding community.
"We want to build the most productive partner
ships in which nonprofits, industry and government
agencies are getting something from us and we in turn
are getting something from them," Dr. Raines says. "We
are addressing real problems that need to be ad
dressed while preparing a new segment of the work
force."
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school's commitment to
community needs.
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research capaf>lt!
ties of the center.
"By pulling together
the sharpest thinkers
in business with our profes
sors, students and research
ers, they will push each
other to develop what's
next," Phillips says.
Partnerships within the in
stitute are just the tip of the icel
berg. A $5 million union between
Methodist Flealthcare and the Univer
sity has created a new program that
focuses on health-care management and
leadership. The Maurice Elliot Leadership Insti
tute is allowing Methodist managers and administra
tors an opportunity to gain advanced certification levels.
"This is a sterling example of investing in people,"
Raines says.

Scheduled to open this fall, the institute is a per
fect example of how a small idea can mushroom into
a major educational endeavor with multiple partners.
"When complete, this will be the research epicen
ter of the Mid-South," institute CEO Jim Phillips says.
With the help of partnerships within the institute,
the Center for Multimedia Arts promises to be one of
the most advanced digital post-production labs in the
region. The Center for Artificial Intelligence will ex
plore the furthest reaches of machine intelligence and
software.

The University is also taking an interest in children.
Funded by a $2 million grant from LHS Inc., the U of M
has established The Child Flealth Data Consortium.
Researchers will collect, analyze, maintain, monitor
and report health data about children throughout
Shelby County. Health-care planners in the Mid-South
will be able to use this data to better plan for children's
health issues.

A recent $30.6 million software gift from EDS,
made in the name of Wright Medical, is bolstering the

Also aimed at current members of the work force is
a recent partnership between the U of M and Memphis
T H E

U N I V E R S I T Y

O F

M E M P H I S

City Schools. In October 2002, the U.S. Department of
Education awarded a $983,227 "Teaching American
History" grant that is allowing the University to
strengthen the city's school system.
"Under this grant, the U of M is providing training
for elementary and secondary teachers in traditional
American history," says program director Kenneth
Holland, chair of the University's political science de
partment. Faculty from the U of M will conduct sum
mer institutes over a three-year period for teachers from
80 area schools with the themes of rights and liberties.
The U of M also received another grant from the
Department of Education for a different partnership,
this time with Wright State and Ball State universities.
Under a $200,000 grant, the three American schools
have joined three European universities in
the "Regions in Transition — Universities
in Response" project. The consortium
seeks to build a strong support net
work between universities in re
gions of Europe and the U.S.
that are experiencing signifi
cant social, economic
and technologis cal change.

per, The Commercial Appeal. Local high school stu
dents have use of a classroom on the U of M campus
to publish the citywide Teen Appeal newspaper. The
University provides mentors for the students and con
ducts a one-week writing course. The Commercial
Appeal contributes staff members to work with the stu
dents and prints and distributes the high school paper.
About 1,300 students have participated in the program
since it began in 1997.
The University also has joined with the Kemmons
Wilson family to build a new academic area at the U of
M — The Wilson School of Hospitality and Resort Man
agement. Before he passed away, Wilson constructed
the $15 million campus Holiday Inn that provides stu
dents majoring within the school a real-world working
experience. By pairing with Wilson, the U of M has
created a superior school with access to strong re
sources and a vital link to the industry.
Partnerships for the University are many. "What we
ask is that something productive must come from this,
not only in terms of the students being in these envi
ronments, but also that real problems are being ad
dressed," says Raines.
By staying connected to the environment through
these collaborations, the U of M will continue to thrive. ^

Left, a student
demonstrates equipment
that is used to create more
efficient Web pages.
Below, the FedEx Institute
will be operational later
this year.

The
grant will allow the Uni
versity to exchange students in the
fields of communications, management
and public administration with its European
partners: Germany's Jena University of Applied
Sciences, Sweden's Umea University and Spain's Pon
tifical University of Salamanca.
"This grant greatly enhances the University's mis
sion to internationalize the students, faculty and cur
riculum," says Holland, who is a project representa
tive.
Another partnership at the University pairs the De
partment of Journalism with Memphis' largest newspaSPRING 2003

to her, Arkansas had decided to close
most of the Memphis-Arkansas Bridge at
the same time, even when construction

Commish
U

of Malumna Linn Sitler is helping movie directors

put Memphis on the map... and the silver screen.

there was not scheduled for that day.
The shot went very well, but traffic was
backed up for hours and plenty of
people were hot under the collar."
The risks are worth the benefits of
bringing movie productions to Mem
phis. A big production can spend more
than a million dollars during a shoot,
primarily in the local hotel and restau
rant industries. Sitler says Memphis
cuisine plays an important role in se
ducing potential filmmakers to the

B y

B E N J A M I N
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There's a hip feel to 245 Wagner Place in down
town Memphis. The building has high ceilings and
track lighting. The walls are a rich palette of dark

The Reivers (1969), the film industry had little involve
ment in the Mid-South before the commission was cre

Mid-South.
"We used to take out print ads,"

ated in 1985. But more than 20 full-length movies have

she says, "but we learned sending

been filmed here in the last two decades.

Cozy Corner barbecue or Rendez

A film commissioner is admittedly a rare breed —

vous ribs goes a lot further." Milos

purples and forest greens. Balloons, streamers and

there are only about 250 film commissions world

Forman, for one, decided to shoot

other remnants of a New Year's Eve party have been

wide. The work is continual; Sitler is basically on call

The People vs. Larry Flynt soon after

swept to the center of the main room.

at all times when a big production is in town. She

a trip to Memphis' annual barbecue

says life as a film commissioner is more or less an

festival. And director Michael

around-the-clock job.

Housman gets Cozy Corner's cui

Through a door and into the office of the
Memphis and Shelby County Film and Television Com
mission, the atmosphere remains largely the same.

"There is no such thing as a typical day here," she

Life-sized cutouts of Elvis, autographed photos of

says. "I sleep with this by my bed, like a doctor," she

movie stars and film festival posters are everywhere.

adds, waving her cell phone. "Big movies have a

Linn Sitler, commissioner of the organization, dismisses

tendency to have big problems."

these treasures as clutter.
Sitler (MA '78) acts as a liaison between film com

duction companies
journey to the city.

in 1987, many movies, television shows, commercials

he recalls the time Sitler arranged for the

and music videos have been filmed in Memphis, bring

Hernando DeSoto Bridge to be

ing millions of dollars into the local economy. Two fea

closed for a shoot.

The allure of Memphis
Memphis has experienced a silver screen renais
sance during Sitler's watch. Aside
from King Vidor
(1929), A Face in
the Crowd
(1957) and

But Ranta says Sitler her
self is the main reason pro

That might be an understatement, says
lege of Communication and Fine Arts, as

Painted House, were filmed in the Bluff City last winter.

a birthday treat.

Dr. Richard Ranta, U of M dean of the Col

panies and the community. Since she began her post

ture-length films, 21 Grams and John Grisham's A

sine FedEx'd to him each year as

"There is no
question that

"It caused a mas
sive traffic prob
lem," Ranta says.
"Unbeknownst

PHOTO BY MICHAEL SI

Memphis has had several films shoot here because of
the friendly, go-out-of-your-way service she gives to
the scouts and producers looking for the right place to
shoot, and then to the cast and crew when the film
locates here," Ranta says. "She is very respected in the
film and television industry for her knowledge of film
commission business, and she has an engaging per
sonality that puts people at ease."

Acting ambitions
Saying that Sitler is well-traveled is like saying it's
dark at night. Here is how she describes where she's
lived: "I was born in Massachusetts, then I moved to
Alabama, then I moved to Denver, then I went to kin
dergarten in Pittsburgh ..."
Because her father was in the Air Force, Sitler's
family spent several years in Germany. They moved to
Memphis when she was a teenager, and after she
graduated from Central High School, Sitler left for UT
Knoxville and got her undergraduate degree in En
glish. She attended then-Memphis State University with
dreams of becoming an actress.
The dean at the time, Dr. Jack Sloan, encouraged
her to take communications courses in addition to her
theatre classes. "If all you take are acting classes," he
warned, "you'll end up typing in a TV station."
Sitler says she loved the theatre classes but experiFrom left, 2/ Grams director Alejandro Gonzales Inarritu,
former Tennessee Film Commissioner Pat Ledford, Sitler
and actor Benicio del Toro.

Sitler knows Memphis better than most — and
knowing the Mid-South inside and out is a crucial job
skill.
Filmmakers look for two things when deciding
where to film — good hospitality and good locations.
The first comes naturally for Sitler, but the second re
quires some legwork. The commission has collected
and archived thousands of photographs for scouting
agents. If scouts can't find scenes that match the
script, the movie has to be shot elsewhere.
A classic example is when producers of The Firm
wanted — ludicrously! — to film in Chicago, even
though Grisham's novel was set in Memphis. Sitler
and a handful of free-lance photographers set out
around town to find matching locations, and she
convinced filmmakers that they could use low-angle
shots to make downtown Memphis appear more
ominous and intimidating.
No matter how big the photo archive gets, loca
tion scouting will remain a priority, Sitler says.
"Filmmakers generally want 'virgin' locations,"
she says, "so if you tell them, 'Five films were shot
here,' that will just scare them away."
Memphis has enough versatile locations to
make it attractive to different projects, Sitler says.
Nearby, there are cotton fields, swamplands and
forests. The city itself has everything from ante
bellum homes to 21st century architecture and
much in between. Beside starring as itself,
Memphis has posed as Chicago, East St. Louis
and Columbus, Ohio.
Sitler knows how important being a good host is,
too. Tier aim to please has not gone unnoticed.
"I've never been in a city like Memphis where
they make it so easy for you, and where your needs
are anticipated," says Sydney Pollack, who directed
77?e Firm. "I've never felt so welcome. People knock
themselves out for you."

enced some "technical difficulties" in the communica
tions classes.
"I was horrible with the equipment," she says.
"[Classmate] Jarvis Greer would have to put my hands
on the audio boards and say, 'Now Linn, don't move
your hands until I give the cue.'"
But Sitler played to her strengths — production
and people skills. She received an internship at
WKNO-TV where she interviewed and produced seg
ments of Montage, a show about the arts. After col
lege, she made career stops at WMC-TV, PM Maga
zine, the Tennessee Film Commission in Nashville,
and finally the local commission.
When Sitler returned to Memphis, she went back
to the U of M, this time as a teacher. She taught an
introduction to film class for four years. She also
helped the College of Communication and Fine Arts
bring in movie directors to give special lectures to
U of M film students.
Sitler even got to fulfill her original acting ambi
tions in a roundabout way. Several directors have
given her small roles as a 'thank you' for her diligent
work. That's her as "svelte reporter" in The People vs.
Larry Flynt, "realty agent" in Great Balls of Fire and
"news anchor" in The Client. Aware of the conflict-ofinterest the roles could cause, she has faithfully
poured all residuals into the U of M's Linn Sitler Acting
Scholarship Fund and the Memphis and Shelby County
Film Foundation.

Dedication and commitment
When Sitler was hired, she worked by herself on a
shoestring budget. Now that big and small productions
alike are regularly rolling into Memphis, the budget
has increased and she has a deputy film commissioner,
Sharon O'Guin.
"When I first met Linn in 1989, she inspired me
with a talk she gave about her work at the film com
mission," O'Guin says. "A couple years after that, she
offered me an internship at the commission that even
tually led to this job. I have learned everything I know
about this job and this field from Linn."
The 22-member Board of Directors is also a great
asset. Board members serve as advisers, and some of
them, like Ranta, share Sitler's sense of hospitality.
"Dr. Ranta is extremely committed," Sitler says. "A
lot of times when a movie is being shot, he'll be on
location at 3:30 in the morning, before the union even
gets there."
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For Sitler, going the extra mile is not just part of
the job, it's a personal obligation.
"I'm just very eager to prove myself and prove the
city to the filmmakers," she says. "I take it as a per
sonal defeat if something bad happens that could've
been helped."
But the defeats are few and far between. It's a
trend that will likely continue as long as Sitler remains
"the commish." ^

"Memphis in the Movies"
More than 20 movies have been filmed partially or wholly in Memphis since the film commission's
creation in 1985, and Sitler has a hard time choosing a favorite.
"In a way, it's like a boyfriend," she says. "It's the one you're dating now. But I think that the group that
was here [for 21 Grams] will certainly be one of my top favorites. They were so unbelievably friendly and
nice and appreciative."
Here are a few memorable movies made in Memphis:
Great Balls of Fire! (1989)
The Firm < 1993)
The Client (1994)
The People t/s. Larry Flynt (1996)
The Rainmaker (1997)
Cookie's Fortune (1999)
Cast Away (2001)
1 Grams (2003)
S P

Legislative delegation proves strong for U of M
The Tennessee General Assembly is back in ses
sion and The University of Memphis once again enjoys
strong leadership from the Shelby County Legislative
Delegation. Led by new chair Carol Chumney, the del
egation remains committed to our university.
"This delegation is united behind the efforts of Dr.
Raines and The University of Memphis," says
Chumney (BA '83, JD '86), who also chairs the Chil
dren and Family Affairs Committee. "We look forward
to continuing a strong working relationship with the
University as the legislative session progresses."

Tern; Tre Hargett (BBA '91, MBA '92), House Republi
can leader; Ulysses Jones Jr. (75), chair of State and
Local Government; Joe Kent (74), member of the Fi
nance Ways and Means and State and Local Govern
ment committees;
Mike Kernell (73), chair of Government Opera
tions; Larry Miller, chair of Calendar Rules; Bubba
Pleasant, chair of Public Safety and Rural Roads; Paul
Stanley, member of the Judiciary and Transportation
Committee; Curry Todd, member of the Legislative
Corrections and Criminal Justice Study committees;

Members of the Shelby
County Legislative
Delegation are: (front row,
from left) Rep. Larry Turner,
Rep. Barbara Cooper, Rep.
Kathryn Bowers, Rep. Henri
Brooks, Rep. Carol
Chumney; Rep. Joe Towns,
Rep. Paul Stanley, Rep.
Bubba Pleasant, Rep. Lois
Deberry and Rep. Joe Kent.
Back row, from left, Rep.
Tre Hargett, Rep. Ulysses
Jones Jr., Rep. Mike Kernell,
Sen. Mark Norris, Sen. Jim
Kyle, Rep. Curry Todd, Sen.
Curtis Person and Rep.
Larry Miller. Not pictured
are Senators John Ford,
Roscoe Dixon and Steve
Cohen, and Rep. John
Deberry.

The delegation is comprised of 22 members who
hold leadership positions on nearly every House and
Senate Committee.
Besides Chumney, Tennessee Representatives of
the delegation and the positions they hold include:
Kathryn Bowers (75), vice chair of TennCare Over
sight Committee; Henri Brooks (BSEd '72), vice chair
of Government Operations, Criminal Practice and Judi
ciary/Constitution; Barbara Cooper, committee mem
ber of Education, Consumer and Employee Affairs and
Tourism Task Force;
John Deberry (BPS '96), vice chair of Children and
Family Affairs Committee and chair of Domestic Rela
tions Subcommittee; Lois Deberry, House Speaker Pro

Joe Towns ('81), secretary of the Education Committee;
and Larry Turner (BBA 76), vice chair of Consumer
Employment.
Tennessee Senators and the positions they hold
include:
Steve Cohen (JD 73), chair of State and Local
Government; Roscoe Dixon (BA '75), chair of
TennCare Oversight; John Ford, chair of General Wel
fare; Curtis Person (BS '56), chair of Judiciary; Jim Kyle
(JD 76), vice chair of Finance Ways and Means; and
Mark Norris, vice chair of Judiciary.
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Four Alumni Lead Association
Attorney Richard
Glassman is serving his sec
ond term as president of
The University of Memphis
Alumni Association.
Glassman (BA '69, JD '72)
is a senior partner in
Glassman, Edwards, Wade
and Wyatt PC, where much
of his practice is related to
the representation of law
Richard Glassman
yers involved in the defense
of malpractice and disciplinary actions. He also de
fends commercial carriers in accident and business liti
gation.

Patrick Lloyd (BBA
'76), past president, is presi
dent of Physicians Advisory
Company, a firm that pro
vides consulting services for
physicians. He also has
served as CEO for UniPhy
Healthcare of Memphis and
president and CEO of
Healthcare Strategies, Inc.
Lloyd is an active supporter
Patrick Lloyd
of Tiger athletics. He is a
past president of the Highland Hundred, a support
group for LJ of M football, and has served on the Tiger
Clubs board of directors.

Television news anchor
Claudia Barr (73) is the
Alumni Association's trea
surer. A Memphis native,
Barr has more than 25 years
of experience as a journal
ist. She began her career at
a small country/western ra
dio station and then landed
a position at WREC radio,
where she became assistant
Claudia Barr
news director. After four
years in radio, Barr was lured to television, and has
been a reporter and anchor for WHBQ since the early
1980s. She received the Journalism Alumni Chapter's
2001 Charles Thornton Outstanding Alumni Award.

Dawn Graeter (BBA
'86) is serving as president
elect. With 18 years of expe
rience in management and
banking, she is vice presi
dent and controller for West
Tennessee Bancshares Inc.
of Bartlett. Previously, she
was accounting supervisor
for Bank of Bartlett. Graeter
has helped coordinate nu
Dawn Graeter
merous II of M events, in
cluding Spring Fling and the Alumni Association's
Homecoming Golf Classic.

Other members of the Alumni Association board of directors are Bob Appling (BS '52), Rick Boals (BA
72), Thomas Boggs (BA 72), Ricky Bursi (BSME '82), Jim Canfield (BBA '80), Tim Dwyer (BA 76, JD '80),
Rob Evans (MBA '97), Charles Ewing, Curt Fields (BSEd '72, MEd '75), John Koski (BA '88), John T.
Lawrence (BS '70), Mark Ix>ng (BSEE '85). Mike Lyons (BBA '75), James Maclin (BSME '92), Barbara
Mayo, Don Ray (BBA 76), Markova Reed ( 96), Jack Sammons (BBA 85), Preston Shaw (BBA 74), Tom
Sullivan (BBA 74), Beverly Vaughan-Acker (BBA '78, JD '84), Len Walker (BBA '88) and Martin Zummach
(BA '85, JD '93).
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Barney's Friends Remind Alumnus to Have Fun
Shawn Kelly is saying hello again to all his friends.
He's back in Memphis after a year as associate pro
ducer on the series Barney & Friends, produced by
Dallas-based Hit Entertainment. Kelly, producer of
Hello Mr. Chuck!, has settled back into his office at
WKNO studios on the IJ of M's South Campus, under
autographed posters of kid legends like Captain
Kangaroo and Spanky McFarland of Our
Gang fame.

ing on the school playground. The segments will be
seen in new episodes appearing this fall The Campus
Schoolers also will be seen introducing one or two
"Barney Says" segments.

Kelly began his career at WKNO while still a stu
dent at the U of M. He won a regional Emmy Award
and a Parents Choice Silver Honor Award for his work
on the Hello Mr. Chuck! show, along
with Charles "Mr. Chuck" Scruggs. The
Kelly (BFA '92) was selected in 2001
show began as short spots between
for one of five fellowships offered by the
popular PBS children's programs and
Corporation for Public Broadcasting/
personal appearances around the com
Public Broadcasting Service Producers
munity. The segments were so successful
Academy. He was chosen from 145 pro
that Mr. Chuck became a 30-minute pro
ducers who applied nationally.
gram in 1997. The show, aimed at
During his stint in Dallas, Kelly
preschoolers, features the genial Mr.
helped produce 42 episodes of Barney,
Chuck, in signature red shirt and blue
which is celebrating its 10th anniversary
jeans, helping youngsters prepare to en
on PBS. He created a new segment, "kid
ter their school years. As one of the few
cameos," where real kids get to play and
male role models for young children,
Shawn Kelly
interact with Barney. "He breaks the
he's recognized everywhere he goes by
fourth wall and talks directly to the audi
kids, parents and grandparents.
ence," Kelly says. "It's a call to action."
Kelly's work on Barney gave him a great appre
He also produced the show's epilogue, "It's Time for
ciation of what he has in Mr. Chuck, which he calls a
Barney Says, where kids introduce Barney's recap of
throwback to kids' shows of the 1950s. "It looks a little
the program.
like Mr. Rogers," he says. "What we have with Mr.
The cast features a dozen children ages 6 to 11.
Chuck is a connection with the community. We don't
Three or four appear in each episode, which follows a
have millions of dollars, but we're doing it right."
theme, such as caring and sharing, and includes eight
With the explosion of television programming for
or nine songs. The cast rehearses on Monday and
children, Kelly believes public broadcasting has to
films the show Tuesday through Thursday.
compete as never before. "Nickelodeon, Noggin and
The cast kids are self-motivated, and there is little
Cartoon Network all have great shows," he says, "but
competition among them, says Kelly. "The kids love
Barney is part of history. He was the new guy, now
shoot week, he says, "and they always remind you to
he's the cornerstone." Still, he feels PBS shows are se
have fun. If you can't have fun doing this job, you
cure in their mission. "PBS has a unique place. There's
can't have fun."
an amount of trust with the public that the show will
The shows, which began last fall, feature new in
be educationally minded, not commercially minded."
terior and exterior sets. Gone is the schoolyard play
Kelly recalls when the Barney show hosted visi
ground, replaced by a public park with a restored ca
tors from the Make-A-Wish Foundation, which fulfills
boose that houses an indoor activity center.
the dreams of seriously ill children. The kids got to
Last fall Kelly brought his work home when two
play on the set, and were treated to lunch and a spe
first-grade classes from The University of Memphis'
cial performance by Barney. "They had one wish and
Campus School were videotaped for an appearance on
they chose to see Barney," says Kelly. "It still humbles
the show. Although the huggable purple dinosaur
me to think about that. How lucky are we who get to
didn't make an appearance, a three-person crew vis
be a part of something so fun and so seriously
ited the classes twice. They filmed the first-graders do
important."
ing schoolwork, writing on the chalkboard and play
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Alumni Inducted
into Society of
Entrepreneurs
Two alumni and a supporter of The University of
Memphis will be inducted into The Society of Entre
preneurs this spring Frank Flautt, Patrick Lawler and
Debbi Fields Rose will be honored this May by the or
ganization, formed in 1991 to recognize the historical
importance of individuals w ho have demonstrated a
gift for building a succ essful business.
Hotel developer Flautt (BS '63) is president of
Flautt Inc. and co founder of the Florida-based
Sandcastle Resorts, He is a loyal booster of Tiger Clubs
and spearheaded a $2.5 million effort for the Athletic
Office Building addition, Flautt has donated countless
hours as past secretary of the U of M Board of Visitors
and as Annual Fund chair. He helped raise $3 million
for scholarships and faculty of the Wilson School of
Hospitality and Resort Management, and recently
made a $500,000 personal contribution
Law ler (BA '77, MS '81) is administrator of Youth
Villages, which helps more than 3,000 troubled chil
dren and their families each year through home-based
counseling, therapeutic foster care, adoption and other
services, Since 1990, Youth Villages had grown from
one location to 33 in five states, Lawler constantly
seeks out innovative practices to assist families with
the goal of helping children in their family environ 
ment He has serv ed on the Alumni Association board
of directors.
Rose, founder of Mrs Fields Cookies, is the wife
of Society member Michael D Rose, former Promus
Hotel Corp chair and current Gaylord Entertainment
chair. With no college degree or business experience,
she opened Mrs. Fields Chocolate Chippery store in
California By the time she retired from Mrs. Fields
Cookies in 2000, the company had become an interna
tional franchise operation, Now a private firm, it has
700 loc ations in 11 countries. Rose has been a guest
professor for the Business and Economics Alumni
Chapter's Career Day
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The trio joins suc h notables as Frederick W, Smith,
J.R. "Pitt" Hyde, Dr. Scott Morris, Dr. Willard Sparks
and William B. Dunavant Jr.

Engineering Chapter
Honors Physician as
Top Alumnus
The Herff College of Engineering honored Dr.
Rick A. Smith as its Outstanding Alumnus for 2003.
Smith (BSEE 79) is an associate physician with the
Mid-South Urology Group. The awards were presented
at a banquet at the U of M Holiday Inn this spring.
Smith gradu
ated magna cum
laude from the U of
M. As an engineer
ing student, he was
president of Tau
Beta Pi and charter
president of Alpha
Delta Society, the
pre-med honor so
ciety. He earned his
M.D. from the Uni
versity of Tennes
see Health Science
Dr. Rick Smith
Center in 1983- He
is active with the U of M, serving on the Electrical En
gineering Advisory Board and the Highland Hundred.
Herff Honor Awards for Distinguished Service in
Engineering went to Donald O. Barber (MS '83), senior
vice president of air operations for FedEx Express and
a past recipient of Engineering's Outstanding Alumnus
Award; and Carol Ferguson, former academic adviser
for the Herff College, who served an estimated 6,000
students during her career. Three trustees were named
to the Herbert Herff Trust, a major supporter of pro
grams and students in the College of Engineering:
George Cates, William B. Rudner, and Dr. R. Eugene
Smith, U of M's retired vice president for business and
finance.
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Watkins, Sparks
Share Business
Chapter Honors

Adams' Mark: Crafting a Path for Others
By Benjamin Potter
Chris Adams' license plate says "CRAFTY," but
don't get the wrong impression. His bright eyes,
genuine smile and hearty laugh are anything but
disingenuous.
"My wife and I traveled a lot to craft fairs," Adams
('83 BBA) says. "It was a nice way to spend some of
our free time."
It's a practical hobby, too. Adams' Olive Branch,
Miss., home is neatly decorated with the spoils of their
craft-hunting trips.
Adams was twice a student at The University of
Memphis, first attending as a chemistry major, then
returning after several years at Buckman Labs to
complete a degree in business management. He then
enjoyed a lengthy career at Schering-Plough before
recently retiring.
Adams' involvement with the U of M extends to
his son, Mark, who earned an engineering degree in
1985. When Mark died in a car accident several years
later, Adams chose to honor his son's memory by es
tablishing the Mark A. Adams Memorial Scholarship
Endowment. It is given each year to selected students
at the Herff College of Engineering.
"By leaving a bequest to the college, I'm able to
provide a lasting gift in memory of Mark and do
something good for the college," Adams says.
After reviewing his options further, Adams decided
to focus his philanthropy toward the University once
more, this time with a charitable gift annuity.
A charitable gift annuity is a way to support the U
of M, but it also is a gift opportunity that not only sup
ports the endeavors of the University, but too gives
Adams a financial boost. Adams donated an initial sum
to the University, which invested the money. Adams
then received an immediate income tax reduction and
will receive a lifetime stream of yearly fixed payments.
A great advantage to this type of donation is the
guaranteed payment for life. Rates vary, but by defer
ring payments for a few years, Adams increased his
payout rate to more than 10 percent.
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U of M alum Chris Adams is providing a boost to the
University through a scholarship he created in his son's
honor and through a charitable gift annuity.

The Fogelman College of Business and Economics
honored William "Bill" Watkins Jr. as its Outstanding
Alumnus and Dr. Willard Sparks as its Outstanding
Friend at a recent luncheon at the U of M Holiday Inn.
Watkins (BBA '67) is chief manager of Watkins
Uiberall PLLC, certified public accountants and finan
cial advisers. Before becoming a principal in the firm
of Watkins and Watkins in 1972, he was controller of
the sixth largest industrial security firm in the U.S. He
also served as divisional controller for a subsidiary
company that was involved in the construction of
schools, hospitals and commercial buildings. Watkins
is a member of the American Institute of Certified Pub
lic Accountants and the Tennessee Society of Certified
Public Accountants. He is vice chair of the Tennessee
Board of Regents and serves on the U of M Board of
Visitors. Watkins is a trustee of the U of M Foundation
and a past president of the Alumni Association.
The University's Bureau of Business and Economic
Research recently was re-named in honor of Sparks,
former vice chair and current member of the Board of
Visitors. Sparks is founder and CEO of Sparks Compa
nies Inc., an agricultural research and consulting firm.
He also is part owner of Refco Inc., one of the
industry's largest future commission merchants, and
of Vining-Sparks IBG, a general securities firm. In
addition to his corporate activities, Sparks is a commu

The flexibility of charitable gift annuities has made
this giving option increasingly popular in recent years.
The return rate is dependent on the age of the donor
and whether payments are deferred. You do not have
to be an alumnus to benefit from this investment.
If you would like to find out more about chari
table gift annuities, contact the U of M's planned giv
ing director at 901/678-2470 or 800/678-8729. Written
inquiries can be sent to 633 Normal Street, Memphis,
TN 38152.
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nity leader and enthusiastic supporter of the arts. He
has served on the board of the Memphis Arts Council
and the Tennessee Arts Commission. In 1996, Sparks
received the U of M's Distinguished Friend Award. He
co-chaired the Campaign for Memphis, a major Univer
sity fund-raising effort.
The keynote speaker was Vicki Roman Palmer
(MBA '80), senior vice president of Coca-Cola Enter
prises in Atlanta.

FOX 13 Staffers Win
Regional Emmys
Paul Sloan (BA '86) and David Stotts (MA '98) of
FOX 13 WHBQ-TV were honored recently in Nashville
at the Mid-South Regional Emmy Awards. They com
bined for six Emmys in the categories of promotion
director, public service announcement, public service
campaign, promotional campaign, promo editing and
PSA/promo photography.
Sloan and Stotts also produced the critically ac
claimed documentary "Rightly Seasoned-The 1973
Memphis State Tigers." The 60-minute special aired on
FOX 13 March 5 and 8 and included interviews with
former Tiger stars Larry Finch, Ronnie Robinson, Larry
Kenon and others from former head coach Gene
Bartow's NCAA runner-up team. Sloan is vice presi
dent of creative services for FOX 13; Stotts is the
station's promotion manager.

New Life Members
403 Frances Ann Blumenthal (MEd '69)
404. Terry Emery (BBA '94)
405. Ronnie Curtis (BBA '72)
406. Terry Davis (BBA '88)
407. Victoria V. Mathews (MEd '90)
408. Cecil C. Humphreys Jr. QD '81)
^
409. Kathy L. Hayek (JD '85)
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Chapters & Clubs
Arts and Sciences

Band

Along with the Arts and Sciences Advisory Board, the
chapter hosted its second annual "Great Conversations
with University of Memphis Faculty" dinner in April.
Participating faculty included Phyllis Betts, Shannon
Blanton, York Bradshaw, Barbara Ching, David Ciscel,
Stan Franklin, DoVeanna Fulton, John Haddock,
Charles Hall, Joseph Hawes, Stan Hyland, Richard
Janikowski, Arch Johnston, Mary Leader, Jerome
Lewis-Blakemore, Marcela Mendoza, Andrew Meyers,
Shara McCallum, Wanda Rushing, Joan Schmelz, Bar
bara Ellen Smith, Lt. Col. Gregory Tubbs, Jim Whelan
and Jerry Wolff.

Members participated in the chapter's third annual
Mid-South Indoor Percussion and Color Guard Compe
tition in March.

More than 20 alumni have volunteered to serve as
class coordinators to raise funds for AUSP's new schol
arship campaign. They will be calling and writing
former classmates to ask for donations. For informa
tion on how to make a gift, please call 901/678-2538.
Chapter members hosted a hospitality room for
alumni at the 33rd annual Mid-South Conference on
Communicative Disorders. The conference is co-spon
sored by the U of M chapter of the National Student
Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

Dallas
About 50 people attended a watch party for the U of
M-TCU basketball game in February. A pre-game gath
ering was held at TCU's Dee J. Kelly Alumni and Visitors Center.

Engineering
New officers for the Engineering chapter are Don
Branson (BSET '01), president, and Julian Martin (BSEE
'97), secretary.

Greater Memphis
Barbara Mayo is the new chapter president.

Houston
New officers are Sam Blustein (BSEE '75), president;
Robert Stephens (BSEE '90), vice president; and Mary
Ann Klingen (BSEd '82), secretary/treasurer.

Tampa
Alumni and friends enjoyed a pre-game party for the
U of M-South Florida basketball game in February. The
party was held in the Sun Dome on the South Florida
campus.

Whether by e-mail or "snail mail,"
we want to hear from you!
Send your information to:
Alumni Center
The University of Memphis
Memphis, TN 38152
901/678-2586
alumni@cc.memphis.edu
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Carlotta Watson: A Life Across Two Centuries

If you are interested in serving as a volunteer chapter or club leader, let us hear from you!
Call the Alumni Association at 901/678-2586 or 800/678-8729.

AUSP

a l u m n

For Class Notes, send information to:
gmaxey@memphis.edu
Be sure to visit The University of
Memphis Magazine online at:
www.memphis.edu/magazine
Get the latest news on campus events!
www.memphis.edu/enews
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in which she linked callers to resources to help them
Born the granddaughter of a slave, few would
with a variety of problems.
have predicted that Carlotta Watson would receive The
In accepting the U of
University of Memphis Alumni
M's 2002 Distinguished
Association's highest honor
Friend Award, the everwhen she was named last
modest Watson said every
year's Distinguished Friend.
thing she has done "just
The award came from a uni
comes
natural. I was not try
versity that years before had
ing to make a show." She
denied her admission on the
believes "age is a state of
basis of her race.
mind, and the mind cannot
Watson, at 102, is con
be shackled."
fined to a wheelchair, but her
Watson founded the first
mind is still free, her smile
alumni
chapter of Zeta Phi
warm, her eyes bright. The
Beta international sorority,
former school counselor is a
which awards the Bernice
regular donor to the
Donald Scholarship. Donald
University's Judge Bernice
was the first black female
Donald Scholarship Fund. Re
judge in Tennessee and first
cently Watson made a $10,000
black female federal judge
gift to the fund. "Donating to
in West Tennessee. Of
the Judge Donald Scholarship
Watson,
Donald (BA '74, JD
allows me a twofold joy," she
'79) says, "She is a friend of
says, "to help youngsters in
At
102
years
of
age,
Carlotta
Watson
continues
to
the University. She loves
need and to honor a dear
make a major impact on the U of M through
education
and she loves The
friend."
donations to the Judge Bernice Donald Scholarship
University of Memphis."
Fund. Watson was honored last year with the
Watson was born Oct. 10,
Distinguished
Friend
Award
presented
by
the
U
of
In addition to the Distin
1900. She applied to thenM's Alumni Association.
guished
Friend Award,
Memphis State College, but
Watson has received the Steadfast Award from the
was turned down; there were no black students at the
Women of Achievement organization, the First Com
University then. Instead, she earned a bachelor's de
forter Award from the Black Heritage Celebration and
gree from LeMoyne-Owen College and a master's de
the Social Security Administration's Lifetime of
gree in education from the University of Michigan.
Achievements and Contributions Award.
The centenarian taught in the Memphis City
In her second century of life, Watson has no plans
Schools for 54 years, serving as the first qualified and
to slow down. "I shall remain on the active stage of
certified guidance counselor at Booker T. Washington
life
until the last curtain call," she told guests at last
High School. Watson was tireless in her efforts to help
year's Distinguished Alumni Awards gala, "sharing my
students at BTW reach their full potential, both as
seasons of wisdom and rich experiences."
scholars and citizens. Among her many projects, she
Her secret? It just might be her optimistic outlook.
organized the school's first Job Clinic.
"No pessimist ever discovered the secrets of the stars,"
Watson supplemented her formal education with
she says, "or opened a new haven for the human
travels to Europe, Africa and South America. She also
portrayed "Aunt Carrie" on radio station WDIA, a role
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F o u n d a t i o n D e v e l o p m e n t n e w s
Building a
foundation...

It provides valuable enhance

take advantage of lower fees from

ments to the U of M, such as finan

investment managers. Investment

cial assistance to deserving schol

policies are approved by the

ars, salary supplements and awards

foundation's 25-member Board of

for outstanding faculty and more,

Trustees. After the money has been

but many do not know what The

invested, the foundation uses each

University of Memphis Foundation

gift according to the donor's in

is. Even so, the foundation has

struction. Many of the gifts are re

been enhancing the University for

stricted for a specific college, de

nearly 40 years.

partment, program or project.

Chartered in 1964, the founda

In return, philanthropists re

tion was formed exclusively to de

ceive savings on income and/or

velop and accept private gifts for

estate taxes, and they feel good

The University of Memphis. Funds

knowing they support higher edu

have been contributed by individu

cation in the Mid-South.

als, corporations and organizations

If you would like more infor

through current or deferred gifts.

mation on becoming a vital part of

Currently, about $50 million has

the foundation, please write to The

been invested in about 450 sepa

University of Memphis Foundation,

rate funds.

108 Billy Mac Jones Building,

The foundation — which has
501(c)(3) tax-exempt status —

Memphis, TN 38152, or call 800/
678-8729 or 901/678-3950.

helps advancement efforts by in
vesting donor gifts resulting in per
petual endowments to create
scholarships, chairs or professor
ships. The foundation also handles
planned gifts such as bequests,
charitable trusts, lead trusts, chari
table gift annuities and gifts of in
surance or estates.
How it works: Endowed gifts
are kept in individual, named ac
counts. The gifts are pooled to
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We now
accept gifts to
the U of M online at

www.memphis.edu/
makegift.html
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1942

Community College (now
Southwest Tennessee Community
College).

which will be published this spring
by the University of Missouri Press.

1966
Norman R. Parker (BS) retired
from Marriott International in 1996
and lives in Diamondhead, Miss.,
on the Gulf Coast.

Lorraine Sewell White

Lorraine Sewell White (BS) and
Andrew "Mick" White (BS 47)
are retired and living in Redlands,
Calif.

1963
Bert Canfield (BBA) is leasing
manager for Parkway Realty
Services.

1965

Carolyn Phipps (BS, MEd 70)
received the High School Teacher
of Excellence Award from the
National Council of Teachers of
English. She retired after 33 years
with the Memphis City Schools
and now is director of studies for
St. Mary's Upper School.

1969

Butch Alford

Ronald "Butch" Alford (BS, MEd
'68), creative services director at
the U of M since 1987, retired in
April after 37 years in higher
education. During his career,
Alford worked in public relations
for then-Memphis State University,
the Tennessee Higher Education
Commission and Shelby State
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Johnny Reynolds (BSEd, MEd
74) is the first principal of Liberty
Technology Magnet High School in
Jackson, Tenn., scheduled to open
in August. He also is an assistant
principal and vocational director at
Jackson Central-Merry High
School. Reynolds has worked in
Jackson-Madison County schools
for 33 years, including 27 in
vocational education.

Don Christenberry

Don Christenberry (MEd),
Advanced Placement biology
teacher at Craigmont High School,
was named Science Educator of
the Year for Grades 9-12 by the
Tennessee Science Teachers
Association and Outstanding
Biology Teacher from Tennessee
by the National Association of
Biology Teachers. He is in his 34th
year in education.
Dr. Robin L. Pierce (EdD), retired
superintendent of the Athens
(Tenn.) City Schools, received the
Holmes Junior College
Distinguished Service Award.
Pierce attended Holmes in his
freshman and sophomore years.
He is a former teacher, coach and
principal. He also served as dean
of students at Dyersburg State
Community College.

1971

1972

Dr. Thomas H. Appleton Jr. (BA)
is a professor of history at Eastern
Kentucky University and editor of

Bill Brigance (BBA, MBA 74)
is vice president of commercial
loans at the Bartlett branch of
BancorpSouth.

Searching for Their Places: Women
in the South Across Four Centuries,

Presidential Award for Excellence
in Mathematics and Science
Teaching. Taylor earned two
graduate degrees in educational
administration from the University
of Louisiana at Monroe.

1976

1973
Norma P. Rogers (MA) wrote
Until the Final Gun, the story of
the 411th AAA Gun Battalion's
service in World War II. Rogers is a
former teacher.

Debra A. Wiles (BBA, JD '02) is
an associate in the law offices of
Burch, Porter & Johnson.

1974

Mary "Bubba" Waddle (MA)
received the alumni service award
from Bethel College, where she
earned her undergraduate degree.

1968
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Steve Hymowitz (JD), of
Kiesewetter Wise Kaplan
Schwimmer and Prather, was
selected for inclusion in the 20032004 edition of The Best Lawyers

in America.
Chris White (BBA) is a vice
president of the Bank of Tipton
and Bank of Ripley. He lives in
Covington, Tenn.

1975
Connie Albright (BSEd) is
director of marketing for
ResortQuest International. She had
been president of Alliances by
Albright.
Veronica F. Coleman-Davis (JD)
was appointed to the board of
directors of Bank of Bartlett. A
former U.S. attorney, she is
president and CEO of the National
Institute for Law and Equity.
Frank R. Holmes (BA) was
named vice president for university
advancement at Sam Houston State
University in Huntsville, Texas. He
and his wife, Maria Alexander
Holmes (BA 75), celebrated their
35th wedding anniversary in
December.

S P R I N G
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J. Rodger Aitken

J. Rodger Aitken (BSCE, MS '80),
director of facilities planning at
Naval Support Activity Mid-South
and retired Naval Reserve master
chief constructionman, was
inducted into the Academy of
Fellows of the Society of American
Military Engineers.
Randy E. May (BBA) is owner and
chief manager of Austin & Ellis LLC.
James A. Whitmore (BBA) has
been nominated to the rank of Air
Force brigadier general while
serving as executive secretary to
the Office of the Secretary of
Defense at the Pentagon.
Marvin D. Wortz (MAT) received
a doctorate in curriculum and
instruction from the University of
Sarasota. He is an associate
professor of science and
mathematics at Cornerstone
University in Grand Rapids, Mich.

1977
Lisa Spiller Taylor (BSEd) is a
geometry teacher at West Monroe
(La.) High School. She is a
Louisiana finalist for the

Herbert B. "Bert" Wolf Jr. (BBA,
JD '82) of Hale Headrick was
selected for inclusion in the 20032004 edition of The Best Lawyers in
America. He specializes in tax law.

1978
Ellen Fite (JD) was named the
Tennessee Bar Association's Harris
A. Gilbert Pro Bono Attorney of
the Year in recognition of legal
services she has provided to the
poor. She has a private practice
and is on the board of directors of
the Community Legal Center.

James A. Reeder

James A. Reeder (MS) is chief of
the project development branch
and special assistant to the chief of
planning, programs and project
management division for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Memphis
district.
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1981

1984

Chicago. She is a division head in
the Treasury Management and
Banking Services Division within
the Information Delivery Services
Group.

1979
Dr. Daniel Pitman (DMA) is
director of bands at Georgia
Southern University.
Paul Prather (BA, JD '82),
of Kiesewetter Wise Kaplan
Schwimmer and Prather, was
selected for inclusion in the 20032004 edition of The Best Lawyers in
America.

1987

Alan Rowe

1980
Webb Brewer (JD) received the
Reginald Heber Smith Award for
outstanding achievement in his
legal work for the poor. He is
litigation director for Memphis
Area Legal Services.
Randy C. Camp (JD) is
commissioner of the Tennessee
Department of Personnel. Camp
had served as a full-time
commissioner on the Tennessee
Claims Commission, as a Crockett
County general sessions and
juvenile judge, and as chief of staff
to Lt. Gov. John Wilder.

Alan Rowe (MBA) is chair of the
board of directors of the Better
Business Bureau of Central Florida
for 2003 and chair-elect of the
Orlando Regional Chamber of
Commerce Small Business Board.
Rowe is president and CEO of First
Commercial Bank of Florida. He
lives in Belle Isle, Fla., with his
wife, Machele, and three children.

1982
Jonathan Kaplan (JD),
of Kiesewetter Wise Kaplan
Schwimmer and Prather, was
selected for inclusion in the
2003-2004 edition of The Best
Lawyers in America.

1983
Tim Turner (BSEd, MA '87) is
director of bands at Morehouse
College in Atlanta.

Be sure to visit The University of
Memphis Magazine online at:

www.memphis.edu/magazine
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1990

1992

Norma Gerrell (MEd) is principal
of Paris (Tenn.) Elementary School.
She had been a principal at
Cottage Grove School and Henry
School and a teacher in Jackson,
Tenn., and Paris.

Lt. Cmdr. Dale Davis (BBA) is
stationed in Japan with Helicopter
Anti-Submarine Squadron Light 31.

Russell Fowler

Russell Fowler (BA, JD '87) wrote
the article "Courts, Courses and
Controversies: The Constitutional
and Procedural Challenges to the
Rules of Court Requiring
Attendance at Parenting Seminars"
in The New England Law Review.
He also wrote a chapter on Calvin
Coolidge in the book America's
Lawyer Presidents. Fowler is
managing attorney in the
Chattanooga office of Legal Aid of
East Tennessee and an adjunct
professor of political science at the
University of Tennessee,
Chattanooga.

1985
Waddell A. David (BBA) is
president and owner of Technical
Excellence Inc., a computer
consulting company. He lives in
Collierville with his wife, Salam,
and son, Anthony.
John R. Lawrence (BBA) is
managing director of Morgan
Keegan & Company Inc.
Barbara O. Ragland (MBA) was
named a senior vice president at
the Northern Trust Company in
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Dalen Farmer

Robert Mayo

Dalen Farmer (JD) has joined
Capital Financial Group LLC. His
financial planning practice focuses
on wealth and estate management,
executive compensation and
employee benefits. He and his
wife, the former Auri Lyman, live
in Nashville.

Robert Mayo (PhD) was named a
Fellow of the American Speech
Language Hearing Association
during the ASHA convention in
November. Mayo is an associate
professor in the Division of Speech
and Hearing Sciences in the School
of Medicine at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Brian L. Sharp (BBA, MBA '88)
is manager of the Ford Motor
Company's Fort Worth Parts
Distribution Center. Sharp, who
lives in Flower Mound, Texas, has
been with Ford since 1993.

1991
Tre Hargett (BBA, MBA '92),
state representative from Bartlett,
was elected Republican leader of
the Tennessee House of
Representatives.

1988
Gary Bridgman (BA) is public
relations director at Inferno, an
advertising, marketing and design
firm.
Paul White (BSME) is a
mechanical designer with the
Pickering Firm Inc. He has more
than 13 years of experience.

SPRING
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Deborah Reed (BBA, MPA '02) is
a research analyst for the Memphis
City Council.
Lindsay Moss Wilhite (BA, BSN
'94) and Todd Wilhite announce
the birth of their second child,
Catherine Grace, on Aug. 27. She
has a brother, Jack. The family
lives in Chattanooga.

Greg Hudson (BA, MAT '94) is
assistant principal at Brighton
Elementary School.
Steve Maroney (JD) was honored
by the Republican National
Committee for his volunteer efforts
on behalf of the party and
President George W. Bush. He was
one of four Tennesseans
recognized by proclamation for
their work as team leaders for the
RNC. Maroney is an attorney in
Jackson, Tenn.

Rachel Kincaid

Rachel Kincaid (BA) was named
one of the "Forty Under Forty"
people to watch by Gambit
Weekly, a New Orleans
publication. Kincaid is director of
federal affairs and assistant to the
chancellor at the University of New
Orleans. She also is enrolled in
UNO's executive MBA program.
Keith Kirwen (BA) is living in
Spain, where he opened a
language school and teaches
English as Second Language in the
central Pyrenees Mountains.
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Jeff Mitchell (BA) is a loan officer
for the Bank of Tipton. He lives in
Covington.
Danilo Sirias (MS, PhD '97) is co
author of Bridging the Boomer-Xer
Gap, which was named one of the
best business books of 2002 by
Executive Book Summaries. He is
an assistant professor of
management at Saginaw Valley
State University in Michigan.

1993
Janet Lehman Summey (BBA) is
business development manager for
Boult, Cummings, Conners & Berry
PLC, a law firm headquartered in
Nashville.

1994
Darek Baskin (BSCE) is a civil
project manager with Askew
Hargraves Harcourt & Associates.
Dr. Victoria Bush (PhD) received
the University of Mississippi
Faculty Achievement Award. She is
an associate professor in the
School of Business Administration.

been the company's co-creative
director.
Paul Ryburn (MS) completed
programming of a new software
system, "Balance — The Personal
Financial Management System." He
co-owns Financial Design
Associates LLC, the company
distributing Balance. Ryburn lives
in downtown Memphis and is vice
chair of the Community
Involvement Pillar for MPACT
Memphis.

1997
Mark Alston (JD) is an attorney in
the Shelby County Public
Defender's Office and a registered
nurse who manages trauma cases
at Le Bonheur Children's Medical
Center.
Maggie Snyder (BM) is assistant
professor of viola at the University
of Alabama.

1998
Emily Campbell (JD) is a Shelby
County assistant district attorney.

1995
Kenneth Franklin (BBA) is an
accountant at the U of M.
David Peel (JD), an attorney, was
named to the board of directors of
the Millington Area Chamber of
Commerce.

Chris Coleman (BBA, BSN '96)
received a master's degree in
nursing from the University of
Tennessee and is a certified nurse
anesthetist at St. Mary's Hospital in
Knoxville. He has two children,
Pete and Kate.

Larry Barton Stanley Jr. (JD) was
elected circuit court judge of
Tennessee's 31st Judicial District,
making him the youngest circuit
court judge in the state.

Eric Melkent (BFA) was named
executive vice president/creative at
Sossaman + Associates. He had
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Roberta Nevil (JD) and David
Kustoff (BBA '89, JD '92) were
married in September. She is an
associate with the law firm of
Harris, Shelton, Dunlap, Cobb &
Ryder PLLC. He is a partner with
Kustoff & Strickland PLLC and a
former chair of the Shelby County
Republican Party.

1999
Brandon Cooper (BBA) and
Christy Hennessy (BSEd '98)
were married in 1998 and have
two children. Brandon is a branch
manager for Wells Fargo Financial
in Birmingham and is pursuing his
MBA through the University of
Phoenix online campus.
Michael Egel (MM) is artistic
administrator of the Des Moines
Metro Opera.
Janara Kellerman (MM) worked
as an apprentice artist with the Des
Moines Metro Opera and Central
City Opera.

2001
Jan Adair (MM) is performing as a
bassoonist at Disney World in
Orlando.

Dannye Williamsen (BA) has
been selected to Who's Who of
American Women and Who's Who
in the World. She co-founded
Networx Publishing. Williamsen is
co-author of its first publication,
Dreams From Wishful Thinking to
Reality, which is scheduled for
release in hardcover and audio
formats in late summer. It is the
first of a 15-edition "Psychotransformation Series."

Dana Miller

Dana E. Miller (MS) received a
doctor of education degree from
the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville. A Fulbright scholar and
teacher of Latin and Spanish, Dana
is on the faculty of Dalton (Ga.)
High School. She lives in
Cleveland, Tenn., with her
husband, Rod Miller (JD '97), and
daughter, Hannah.
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Joey Grisham (MA) is executive
director of the Marion County
Economic Development District in
Columbia, Miss., and president of
the Southeast Mississippi Economic
Development Network.
Dr. Tom Ruess (DMA) is an
assistant professor of music and
director of bands at Central
Methodist College in Fayette, Mo.
Drew Schmitz (BA) is
communications specialist for
Physical Plant at the U of M.
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David M. Gold (BBA) works in
network services at the U of M.

Patrick Bolton (BA) is band
director at Christian Brothers High
School.
Tonya Bryan (MBA) is a
marketing research analyst for CB
Richard Ellis.
Robin Crouse (MM) performed as
a young artist at the Seagle Music
Colony and Chautauqua Opera,
and as a guest artist with Opera
Memphis.
Frank Duncan (BA) spent six
and one-half months hiking the
2,168-mile Appalachian Trail from
Georgia to Maine.

2002
Kawana Britt (BBA) is technology
coordinator for Benjamin Banneker
Charter Academy of Technology in
Kansas City, Mo.

2000
Daphne Thomas (BA) is public
relations manager for Memphis
Mayor Willie W. Herenton's office.

Eric Melkent
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Jason Conner (BA) is the layout
and design specialist for The
Millington Star newspaper.
Kathy Corken (BFA) is an art
teacher at Crestview Middle School
in Covington, Tenn.

Brennan Lenihan

Brennan Lenihan (JD) has been
trained as a Rule 31 general, civil
and family mediator, and is
practicing law with Judge Robert
A. McNees in Oak Ridge, Tenn.
Sam Phillips (JD) is an associate
with the law offices of Burch,
Porter & Johnson.
Gloria A. Reece (EdD) is an
assistant professor at Mercer
University, where she teaches
information systems courses in the
Technology and Communication
Department. She also is author of
an invited text, Writing for
Information Systems. Reece has
been invited to participate in
Forum 2003, an international
conference for technical
communicators, in Milan, Italy,
this June.

James P. Demere (JD) is an
associate with the law firm of
Harris, Shelton, Dunlap, Cobb &
Ryder. He concentrates his practice
in business bankruptcy,
commercial litigation and debtor/
creditor rights.
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The University of Memphis Alumni Association expresses sympathy to the families and friends of these individuals.

ALUMNI

Doris Rhodes Thomas '57, Jan. '03
Therese Baum Wolff '58, Nov. '02

Barbara Ann Melton '94, Jan. '03
Mary G. Banning '95, June '00

1920s-30s

1960S-70S

Faculty/Staff

Lillie V. Barnard '35
Hazel Goodwin Carder '35, Feb. '03

James H. Taylor Jr. '67, Oct. '02
William David Campbell '69, Feb. '02
Nell Frances Hodges '70, Dec. '02
Marco Elizabeth Goss Holyfield '70,
Nov. '02
Dr. Richard Sweet '71, '74, Dec. '02
Michael Jeter, '74, March '03
Gwendolyn West McKissack '76,
Jan. '03
Stephen L. Compton '78, '88, Oct. '02
Robert B. Eskrigge '79, Jan. '03

Octavia Kealhofer Adkins, Nov. '02
Anita Bray, Jan. '03
Corinne E. Bryant, Dec. '02
Robertha Burks-Buggs, Dec. '02
Dr. Thomas Fry, March '03
Amelia Sullivan Lard, Jan. '03
Mary Emma Lott, Feb. '03
Dr. Jae-Young Rho, Jan. '03
Dr. Frank B. Schirmer Jr., Jan. '03
Paul H. Wireman '69, Jan. '03

Listed alphabetically bygraduation date

1940S-50S
Woodrow Dorris '46, Feb. '03
Dr. John Robert Sisk '47, Oct. '02
Trude K. Wurz '47
Thomas Anderson Buford '48, Jan. '02
Charles A. Meyer '49, Nov. '02
Ronald H. Brumas '50, Jan. '03
J.D. McMillin '50, Jan. '03
Ruth Whitemore '50, '55, Jan. '03
Betty Jean Oglesby '55, July '02
Dr. Addie Elizabeth Suggs Hilliard '56,
Dec. '02
Keith F. Magdefrau '56, Feb. '03
Eugene Goff Shaw '56, '61, '73,
Dec. '02

Friends

1980s-90s
Roscoe H. McKay '81, Jan. '03
David Dwight Miller '81, '84, Feb. '03
Barbara Hewitt Lawing '82, '84,
Dec. '02
Julie Dawn Pascoe Moon '83, Nov. '02
John M. Rush '88, June '02

Elinor B. Bridges, Dec. '02
Jennie Rawlins Matson, Mar. '03
Dr. Alan B. Platkin, Jan. '03
Ruby E. Sugg, Nov. '02
David Wallace, Jan. '03
Kemmons Wilson, Feb. '03

Help yourself to...

^

...guaranteed fixed payments for life
...partially tax-free payments
...a charitable gift deduction

A Charitable Gift Annuity is a contract in which you transfer

cash, securities, or other assets to an organization in exchange
for guaranteed regular payments for life. The amount of each
payment is determined by your age when the annuity is funded.
Payments from the annuity can begin immediately, or you can
defer them to a later date.
Sample Rates of Return

Alumni Association

Single life

Board of Directors: Richard Glassman (BS '69, JD 72), President; Dawn Graeter (BBA '86), President-Elect; Claudia Barr (72),
Treasurer; Patrick Lloyd (BBA'76), Past President; Bob Appling (BS '52), Rick Boals (BA 72), Thomas Boggs (BA 72), Ricky Bursi
(BSME '82), Jim Canfield (BBA '80), Tim Dwyer (BA '76, JD '80), Terry Edwards (BBA '72, JD 75), Rob Evans (MBA '97), Charles
Ewing, Curt Fields (BSEd '72, MEd '75), John Koski (BA '88), John T. Lawrence (BS '70), Mark Long (BSEE '85), Mike Lyons (BBA 75),
James Maclin (BSME '92), Barbara Mayo, Don Ray (BBA 76), Markova Reed ('96), Jack Sammons (BBA '85), Preston Shaw (BBA '74),
Tom Sullivan (BBA '74), Beverly Vaughan-Acker (BBA '78, JD '84), Len Walker (BBA '88), Martin Zummach (BA '85, JD '93)
At-large Council Members: Rick Boals (BA '72); Henri Brooks (BSEd '72); Carol Chumney (BA '83, JD '86); Florence
Crenshaw Hall (BS '89); William "Trip" Jones III (BSET '77, MS '86)
District Council Members: Harvey Berkowitz (BBA '69), Atlanta; Dennis J. Biodrowski (BS '63), Dallas/Ft. Worth; Robert W.
Canfield Jr. (BBA '59), Boston; Brad Hancock (BBA '80), Jackson, Tenn.; Rick Kale (BSEd '72), Jackson, Miss.; Harry A. Paulk
(BS '60), Chattanooga
Constituent Chapters: Arts & Sciences: Jane Lettes (BS '60, MA '85); AUSP: Paul Spreckelmeyer (MA '94); Band: Mary
McCollum (BA '94, MA '96, EDS '97); Business & Economics: Jonathan McGlothian (MBA '97); Education: Dr. Carolyn McKellar (EdD
'77); Engineering: Don Branson (BSET '01); Health Administration: Philip Blane (MHA '98); Journalism: Paul Jewell (BA 78); Law:
Paul Prather (BA '79, JD '82); Luther C. McClellan: Olander Franklin (BA '81); Nursing: Lee Booth (BBA '90, BSN '96); University
College: Mary Brignole (BPS '99); Women's Leadership Council: Beverly Vaughan-Acker (BBA '78, JD '84); Young Alumni Council:
Jay Lawrence (BA '94, MS '98)
U of M Clubs: Atlanta: Ray Goldbeck (BBA '95); Big Hatchie (Covington, Tenn.): C. Mike Travis (BS '77); Birmingham: Jeff
Davis (BA '99); Chattanooga: TBA; Dallas/Ft. Worth: Brian Kelley (BBA '69); Eastern Arkansas: Carlton Coveny (BA '88); Greater
Memphis Club: Barbara Mayo; Houston: Sam Blustein (BSEE '75); Jackson, Tenn.: Jim Murdaugh ('70); Nashville: Houston Davis (BA
'95); Washington, D.C.: Kate Sicola (BA '00)
Alumni Staff: Associate Vice President for Development and Alumni Affairs: Dr. Daniel Beasley; Director, Alumni Programs
and Special Events: Tammy Hedges; Alumni Affairs Coordinator: Laura Benfield
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Double life

rate
age
6.0%
6.3%
6.7%
7.3%
8.3%
11.5%

60 & 60
65 & 65
70 & 70
75 & 75
80 & 80
85 & 85

r<
5
5
6
6
7
8

For more information or to request a personalized illustration,
please call the Planned Giving Office at 901-678-2470 or
1-800-678-8729, or e-mail us at mriggs@memphis.edu.
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